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Form and Idea




Robert Hughes, critic

Form
&
Content

- Subject matter
- lconography
- Discourse



anamaorphic skull

Hans Holbein the Younger, The Ambassadors, 153




Holbein’s formal resources were inexhaustible. His touch went all the way from
emphatic black strokes to the subtlest frizzing and tonings of gray in a beard, and
his sense of how to “tune” hard linear passages against evanescent transitions of
Robert Hughes

tone seems never to have failed him.
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Caravaggio, Michelangelo. Bacchus. Oil on canvas. 37 in. x
33in. c.1595




Caravaggio, Boy Bitten by
Lizard, 1593-94, oil on canvas
26 x 20 inches




Chiaroscuro

Caravaggio, The Entombment, 1602




Georges de La Tour, The Fortune Teller, 1630




Chiaroscuro

Tenebrism

Georges de La Tour, St Joseph, 1642




Aesthetics, Form, and Formalism




aesthetics—noun ( used with a singular verb ) 1. the
branch of philosophy dealing with such notions as
the beautiful, the ugly, the sublime, the comic, etc.,
as applicable to the fine arts, with a view to
establishing the meaning and validity of critical
judgments concerning works of art, and the
principles underlying or justifying such judgments.
2. the study of the mind and emotions in relation to
the sense of beauty.

Noun 1.aesthesis - an unelaborated elementary
awareness of stimulation; "a sensation of touch"




aesthesis
experience
epistemology
knowledge




Jan Brueghel the Elder and Peter Paul Rubens, The Sense of Touch,




ALLEGORIES OF THE SENSES




Allegory —noun, plural -ries. 1. a representation of an
abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or
material forms; figurative treatment of one subject
under the guise of another.

2. a symbolical narrative: the allegory of Piers
Plowman.




Jan Brueghel the Elder and Peter Paul Rubens, The Sense of Sight, 1608-12




Jan Brueghel the Elder and Peter Paul Rubens, The Sense of Smell, 1618
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Jan Brueghel the Elder and Peter Paul Rubens, The Five Senses: Taste, Hearing and Touch, 1618




Documentary Photography
and
Form




Dorothea Lange, Migrant Mother, Nipomo Valley, 1936




Walker Evans, Floyd and Lucille Burroughs, Hale County, Alabama, 1936




Walker Evans, Bud Fields and His Family, Hale County, Alabama, 1936










