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What is an artistic medium?




What is an artistic medium?




medium — a middle state or condition

artistic medium - In the arts, a medium

(mediums, media) is a material used by an
artist to create a work.

painting, sculpture, architecture, poetry,
theater




...ut pictura poesis...
Ars Poetica, Horace, 18 BCE

As is painting so is poetry.




Paragone

Leonardo da Vinci, Treatise on
Painting, notes compiled after
his death, comparing painting
and sculpture: Painting has
universal truth because of its

superior ability to mimic nature
and sits at the top of the arts
hierarchy.

Leonardo, Lady with an Ermine, 1489-90




Raphael, School of Athens, 1509-10







Marcel Duchamp, Fountain, 1917




Rosalind Krauss, “A Voyage on the North Sea” Art in the Age of

the Post Medium Condition (1999)

“For the eagle principle, which simultaneously
implodes the idea of an aesthetic medium and
turns everything into a readymade that
collapses the difference between the aesthetic
and the commodified, has allowed the eagle
to soar above the rubble and to achieve
hegemany once again.”

Marcel Broodthaers, Museum of Modern Art,
Department of Eagles Series, 1968




Rosalind Krauss, “A Voyage on the North Sea” Art in the Age of the Post Medium
Condition (1999)
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Marcel Broodthaers, Museum of Modern Art, Department of Eagles Series, 1968
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Marcel Broodthaers, Museum of Modern Art, Department of Eagles Series, 1968
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