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Gutal Group



Gutai Manifesto
[December 1956]

Lock these corpses into their tombs. Gutai art does not
change the material but brings it to life. Gutai art does
not falsify the material. In Gutai art the human spirit and
the the material reach out their hands to each other,
even though they are otherwise opposed to each other.
The material is not absorbed by the spirit. The spirit does
not force the material into submission. If one leaves the
material as it is, presenting it just as material, then it
starts to tell us something and speaks with a mighty
voice. Keeping the life of the material alive also means
bringing the spirit alive, and lifting up the spirit means
leading the material up to the height of the spirit.



Atsuko Tanaka, Electric Dress, 1956
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Saburo Murakami, At One Moment Opening Six Holes,
1955



Saburo Murakami, Passing Through, 1956






Kazuo Shiraga Challenging Mud 1955



Kazuo Shiraga making a foot
painting
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Kazuo Shiraga, Chizensei Kirenji, 1961



