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Hyacinthe Rigaud, Louis XIV, 1701, oil on canvas, 9’2” x 6’3”



Hyacinthe Rigaud, Louis XIV, 1701, oil on canvas, 9’2” x 6’3”

Reign of Louis XIV  - 1638-1715

absolute monarch

L’etat, c’est moi

I am the state

divine right

le Roi Soleil

the Sun King

Fleur-de-lis

French Baroque

Fleur-de-lis and ermine (detail), 
Hyacinthe Rigaud, Louis XIV, 1701





Palace of Versailles, Architects: Philibert Le Roy, Louis Le Vau, Jules 
Hardouin-Mansart, 1670-1700

Versailles





Detail of Palace of Versailles, Roof designed by Jules 
Hardouin-Mansart

Mansard roof – American suburbia, c. 1965-70



Hall of Mirrors, Palace of Versailles, Architects: Philibert Le Roy, Louis Le Vau, Jules Hardouin-Mansart, 1670-1700



Hall of Mirrors, Palace of Versailles, Architects: Philibert Le Roy, Louis Le Vau, Jules Hardouin-Mansart, 1670-1700



Charles Nicolas Cochin, Decoration for a Masked Ball at Versailles, on the Occasion of the Marriage of 
Louis, Dauphin of France, and Maria Theresa, Infanta of Spain, 1764 -- Print



Académie des Beaux-Arts – French Royal Academy 

École des Beaux-Arts – School of the Fine Arts

[ boh-zahr; boh-zar ]



Royal Academy 
Art Hierarchy



salon hanging/salon installation of art



Claude Debussy won Prix de Rome for music in 1884
Antoine Jean Bail, Atelier of Drawing at the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts, 1855



What is the Rococo?

Jean-Honoré Fragonard, The Swing, aka The 
Happy Accidents of the Swing, 1767



The term ”rococo” comes from rocaille, a word identifying a 
decorative motif in 18th-century design.

Capital of the Engelszell Abbey in 
Austria, (1754-1764)

Integrated rococo carving, stucco and 
fresco at the Engelszell Abbey in 

Austria, (1754-1764)



Rosalba Carriera, Young Lady with a Parrot, 1730 Jean Claude Richard, Abbé de Saint-Non, The Two Sisters, 1770

PASTEL 
PORTRAITURE





Rosalba Carriera, Portrait of a Lady Holding a Flue, c. 1715 Rosalba Carriera, Self-Portrait Holding a Portrait of Her Sister, 1715



Rosalba Carriera, Portrait of Louis XV, 1720

Rosalba Carriera, Portrait of Pierre Crozat, 1720
cognoscenti



Rosalba Carriera, Allegories of the Four 
Continents: America, Asia, Europe, and Africa, 
c. 1720



Rosalba Carriera, Personification of America, c. 1720 Rosalba Carriera, Personification of Africa, c. 1720. 



Lucrezia Marinelli wrote on The Nobility and Excellence of Women, 
published in Venice in 1600

Elena Lucrezia Cornar Piscopia: The first woman to be awarded a 
doctorate from the University of Padua in 1678

Misogyny

Education

Querelle des 
femmes



Left: Las Castas, 
Anonymous, 18th century, 

oil on canvas, Mexico, 
Museo Nacional del 

Virreinato, Tepotzotlán.

Right: Le Courtisan 
suivant le Dernier 

Édit by Abraham Bosse– a 
French courtier casting 
aside lace, ribbons and 

slashed sleeves in favor of 
sober dress in accordance 

with the Edict of 1633.

Resisting 
Sumptuary Laws

Querelle des 
femmes



Angelica Kauffman and History Painting



Royal Academy 
Art Hierarchy



Angelica Kauffman, Self-Portrait Hesitating Between the Arts of Music and Painting, 1791



Angelica Kauffmann, Cornelia 
Pointing to her Children as Her 
Treasures, 1785

Neoclassicism

British Royal Academy

History painter

exemplum virtutis

salonnières



Angelica Kauffmann, Cornelia 
Pointing to her Children as Her 

Treasures, 1785

Jacques Louis David, Oath of the 
Horatii, 1784



salon hanging/salon installation of art



Angelica Kauffmann, Cornelia 
Pointing to her Children as Her 

Treasures, 1785

Jacques Louis David, Oath of the 
Horatii, 1784



Pre-Revolutionary Aristocratic Portraiture

Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun



Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Marie-Antoinette and Her Children, 1787

Bourgeois Enlightenment

Dauphin

Retrospective autobiography

ancien régime



Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Marie-Antoinette and Her Children, 1787
Raphael, Small Cowper Madonna, 1504-05



Marie Antoinette's 
execution on 

16 October 1793: 
Sanson, the 
executioner, 

showing Marie 
Antoinette's head 

to the people 
(anonymous, 1793)



Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Self-Portrait with Daughter Julie,  1789Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Self-Portrait, 1790



Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Self-Portrait with Daughter Julie,  1789 Raphael, Small Cowper Madonna, 1504-05



LEFT: Artist unknown, Marble statue of Aphrodite, the so-called Venus 
Genetrix, 1st-2nd century CE, marble – wearing chiton

RIGHT:  Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Self-Portrait with Daughter Julie,  1789 
– wearing chiton



Adélaïde Labille-Guiard, Self-Portrait with Two Pupils, 
Marie Gabrielle Capet (1761–1818) and Marie Marguerite 
Carreaux de Rosemond (died 1788), 1785



Women Salonnières 
and the 

Enlightenment

cognoscenti 

Portrait of Mme Geoffrin, salonnière, by Marianne Loir, c. 
1750s-60s



Francois Boucher, The Interrupted Sleep, 1750

Jacques-Germain Soufflot, Panthéon, 1758-90



Women Salonnières 
and the 

Enlightenment

cognoscenti

Portrait of Mme Geoffrin, salonnière, by Marianne Loir, c. 
1750s-60s


